|*#SFX: CICADA SOUNDS. 


20 you 
HAVE ANY THAT'S RIGHT, 
PLANS FOR QUT IF YOU WORK 
BREAK? IT I HARD THIS WEEK, 
BEING OBON — GLIESS. YOU'LL BE ABLE: 
AND ALL... S0~... 


THERE'S AN 
UNEXPECTED 
AMOUNT OF 
WORK TO DO 
DURING SUM- 
MER VACATION, 
ISN'T THERE? 


GE VISITING 

Mott MY BRAND- 

Vout PARENTS IN 

Heel. SHIZUOKA. 
SENSE? 


TLL BE 

stayine |S 
7 \ at kama- 

KURA~. 


Wow! THAT 
? | sounos 
9° LOveLy-P 


rwont ES 
BE GONE 4 
TO TOKYO 
816 SieHT™ 
APTER ALL. 


ANO YOU, 
AOKI-SENSEIP 


#T/N: TOKYO BIG SIGHT IS A CONVENTION 
CENTER IN TOKYO WHERE COMIKET, 
‘A DOULINSHI CONVENTION, IS HELD 
TWICE A YEAR, ONCE IN WINTER, AND 
ONCE AROUND OBON. 


4T/N: KAMAKURA IS WELL~ 
KNOWN FOR ITS TEMPLES, 
BUT IT ALSO HAS ACCESS. 
‘TO BEAUTIFUL BEACHES. 


ARE YOU 
GOING ON 
A TRIP? 


Ss \t's typical, but maybe Nasu~ 
1 
S$ Driving around Tatestiina 
would be nice +00. 1a 
q eS How about Hokkaido!? 
4 Vane 


ATSUROU-KI 
UN, 
O10 YOU See” 
MY TEXTS FROM 
LUNCH? 


I'VE GOT 
A TEXT. 


wee 


HAS @EEN 
HOSPITA- 
LIZED. 


THERE ARE 
VILLAS WE 
CAN STAY 
AT IN NASU, 
BUT IF WE 
WANT TO 6O 
TO ONSEN... 


YOU DON’T 


IT’S FINE! 

WE MET UP 

PURELY BY 
COINCI- 


YOU'RE z OEN 
RETURNING : re 
HOME, 


ANYWAY, 
ATSUROU- 
KUN, WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO your 
CLOTHES? 


IT’S BETTER 
TO HAVE A 
BACKSTORY 
THAN HAVING 
NOTHING AT 
ALL, RIGHT? 


YOSHIE- 
OBA-SAMA 


WILL BE 
you 


THERE AF- ° 
LOOK LIKE 
YOU'RE GOING 
TO WORK... NO, 
THIS IS MORE 
FORMAL THAN 


TER ALL... 


WHAT YOU 
WEAR TO 


AKARI HOSPITALIZED. 


RETURN PROMPTLY. 
TSURUMI YOSHIE 


More 


importan- 
tly! What HOW LONG 
SHE WILL BE ; 
DISCHARGED “hope. AS IT BEEN 
TOMORROW TO ized. |e SINCE YOU'VE 
RECUPERATE : LAST RETUR- 
AT HOME |) NED TO YOUR 
AND FOLLOW OWN HOME? 
UP LATER. 


THE DOCTOR 
SAYS IT'S. 
AKIN TO 
OVERWORK. 


Gr; NoNENS 15 £000 
I 
Ie ve ALWAYS jews, eur WHEN I 
THOUGHT THE HEARD YOU HAD NOT 
MEN OF THE — SHOWN YOUR FACE 
AOKI HOUSEHOLD FOR OBON OR NEW 
WERE REAAAALLY YEARS, WELLLLLL~ 
SELFISH, BUT I WAS I SHOCKED! 
THOUGHT YOU 
WERE DIFFERENT, 
ATSUROU-SAN. (pCO: 


They 


Seems 


ke they \ didn't Find 
decided it : anything 
Z ns fatigue abnormal. Y. | 
= an "working Is your 
= herself. mother 
¢ Me : vn alright? 


You have 


to go 
home. 


WORKER I MET 
BY CHANCE IS, 
OUST LIKE THAT, 
COMING TO MY 
FAMILY HOME. 
THAT'S REALLY 
NOT WEIRD? 


ateueou- + 


SAN. 


IF THAD 


TO PICK, IT’S 


WEIRDER 


THAN WEIRD. 


YES~! 
T MET UP WITH 
MY COWORKER, 
AOKI-SENSEI, BY 


CHANCE! 


I WAS SURPRISED 


9 \ > YOU MET UP 
MY, GIVEN \ WITH A CO- 

THAT IT WAS BY oN i WORKER WHO 
i] WORKS AT THE 
CE = ~ {| SAME SCHOOL 

I DO FEEL BAD W IN TOKYO AS 

RECEIVING SUCH 
AN EXQUISITE 


“| WON'T FINO 
AKARI-SAN ON 
aster THE SECOND 
from FLOOR. SHE'S 
—atsAder IN THE BACK 


CHECK ON 
MOTHER, 


‘TN BUTSUDAN, BUDDHIST ALTAR, 


TOION’T 
REALIZE 
MOTHER AND 


THAT MUCH, 


BEEN ALONE. 


MOTHER? 


11's 
ATSUROU. 


«IT'S BEEN 
SOME TIME, 


IT TRULY IS 
STRANGE, 
TENGOKU- 
SAN! 


TRUTHFUL NOW, 
ATSUROU-SAN 
ASKED YOU TO 
COME, OION’T 
HEP 


THAT CHILO 
RESEMBLES 
HIS FATHER, 
KOTAPOU... 

HE WAS A TIMID 

GO000-FOR- 

NOTHING WHO 

COULO NEVER 

SAY WHAT HE 

WANTED. 


OUST 
WHAT KIND 


OF HOME / 


-x\ I ASKED 
HIM TO. 
BRING 


WAS 
THE GENTLE, 
SERIOUS, 
ANDO OVERLY 
CONSIDERATE 
AOKI-SENSE! 
RAISED INP 


( 
I WAN- 
= TED TO 
KNOW SOY KNOW... 


you 
CERTAINLY 


I SHOULD 
KNOW 


rmeetter [7 


ie Now, 


HOSPITA- 
LIZATION 
WAS JUST 
FOR THE 
CHECKUPS, 


YOURSELF, 


T HAVEN'T 
SEEN YOU 
SINCE... 
THE SECOND 
ANNIVERSARY 
OF your 
@RAND- 
FATHER'S 
PASSING. 


eA 


IN SO LONG. 


ATSUeOU- 
SAN, THERE'S: 
NO NEEO FOR 
YOU TO APO- 
Loeize. 


IT’S your 
MOTHER WHO. 
SHOULD 
APOLOGIZE. 


aN 


Sith 


I WAS TOO 


THAT'S ALL.” 


— ave You 
** ALEIGHT? | 


WELL, 


FACE 


IT SEEMS HE 
CAME ON A TRIP. 
ANDO RAN INTO 
ATSUROU-SAN 
BY CHANCE ON 
HIS WAY HERE, 


| — oy | | OBA-SAMA, 


(ie | THANK YOU 
A Li | FOR ALL 
Re | YOUR HELP 
WITH THE 
HOSPITA- 
LIZATION, ~ \ 
AND EVE- 
RYTHING Z eae 3 ay 
ona ata oy, ‘ WELL, I'M 
Peer ae / NW. .{ PARTLY TO 
LH 4 \ BLAME FOR 
ZL - —~\ay * THIS AS 
i>), << SA WELL. 
AH! " 1 * 
YOSHIE- Pe, P 
SAN! |,° | = Be 
a]os \ . 
Ty [2s I SHOULO 
EF 3 HAVE PUT MY 
g L 
4 ER WHEN SHE 
“rwant tolivemy ife 
searching for my A 
true dreams.” 
Nishio Rakutarou's first PhotoEssay \/ 


“Barefoot Boy” howon sale! ~’ 


go 
Aa 


® 4 ® * 
THESE & 
PAST FEW YEARS, 4 
HE'S PLIT HIS ALL INTO A. 
EXPANDING HIS SINGING 
CAREER. HE'S NO STRANGER L 
TO STAGE PLAYS, COM- 
MERCIALS, ORAMAS... YOU 
NAME IT, AKARI-SAN BECAME 2 
RAKU-SAN’S FAN AT THE Y 
CHRISTMAS CONCEPT TWO ( 
YEARS AGO, THE OTHER DAY, i 
‘A FRIEND OF MINE ENDED 
UP WITH A STRAINED BACK 
AFTER GOING TO ONE OF 
HIS GIGS, SO T SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN WARY... 
WHEN I FIRST BUT 
INVITED HER, I NEVER 
SHE WAS SO THOUGHT 
UNWILLING. THAT 
NOW SHE'S A AKARI-SAN 
MEMBER OF WOULD 
HIS FANCLUB, 8 50 
AND SHE AT- FIERCELY 
MANCES! ia 


TIME FOR 
YOU TO FIND 
SOMETHING 
YOU WANT TO 
PURSUE WITH 

ALL YOUR 


IVs 


MIGHT, 


BUT IT'S ALRIGHT, 

ISN'T ITP YOU'VE 

ALWAYS PUT THIS 
HOUSE FIRST. 


LTHINK 
I SHOULD 
TAKE MY 

LEAVE 

SOON, 


BUT COULD T 
HAVE YOU SEE 
ME TO THE 
STATION? 


I’M CERTAIN 
THIS WASN'T 
THE PATH WE 


Who sa 


OUST 
ALITTLE 
DETOUR, 


I CAME HERE 
ON MY BIKE 
ALOT ASA 

CHILO, 


we 
GRANDFATHER 
WAS AN 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL 
PRINCIPAL. 


I FELT THAT 
SOMEONE... 
WAS ALWAYS 
WATCHING. 
I WANTED TO 
ESCAPE. 


THAT UNEASE 
SETTLED, 


WELL, I’M. 
GLAO SHE'S 
DOING WELL! 


THERE'S NO NEED 
FOR YOU TO LOVE 
THEM BECAUSE 
THEY'RE FAMILY. 


THERE'S NO NEED 
FOR YOU TO 
FORGIVE THEM 
BECAUSE YOU 
LOVE THEM. 


J IT’S IDIOTIC, 
ISN'T IT? 
3 ORAGGING 
AROUND YOUR 
H CHILOHOOD... 
i \\C 
j \ 
i > 
=) 
/ 2 bs — 
p> a 
iL - YOU'ee y 
y 46000 d 
BOY, 
—_— 


“Atsurou, 
you're really a 
good boy.” 


BUT OUST 


manaeur [ff 


T'VE BEEN 
THINKING 
FOR A 


WHILE, 


YY), 


THAT YOU 
AND I 


SHOULD 
BREAK LIP, 
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